Introduction
Ectopia Cordis is a congenital malformation wherein heart is abnormally located either partially or completely outside the thoracic cage, in the ventral cervical, in sternal (pectoral) or in abdominal regions (Bowen and Adrian, 1962; Herzog and Wiedeking, 1970) with the highest incidence (82%) in cervical region (Hiraga and Abe, 1986) . Failure of proper maturation of mid line mesoderm and alteration in tissue differentiation in embryonic disc leads to development of Ectopia Cordis (Roberts, 1971) . Congenital cardiac anomalies occur in all species including the human (Reppas et al., 1996; Dadich, 2000; Upadhye and Dhoot, 2001; Kabbani et al., 2002; Hamali and Ashrafihelan, 2010) . Some cases with cardiac abnormality may survive to maturity, while others may develop heart failure when subjected to physical stress. The present report describes a case of Ectopia Cordis in a Nellore Jodipi Lamb.
A Nellore Jodipi male Lamb was presented to Veterinary hospital, Laxmanchanda village, Nirmal, Adilabad district, Telangana. The lamb showed bulging around postxiphoidregion ( Fig.1) This case study was aimed to report the Ectopia cordis in a lamb. A Nellore Jodipi male lamb was presented at the Veterinary Hospital. Clinical examination revealed tachypnea, tachycardia and the presence of an ectopic heart located in the pectoral region. Surgery was performed but the lamb died. Postmortem revealed an opening in the sternum with the presence of a fibrous pericardium attached by ligaments Article Info /min) rates and rectal temperature (100.4 ֯ F). Feeding, drinking water, urination and defecation were normal. Palpation at the bulged area revealed throbbing. Auscultation showed heart beat in this area. The size of the bulge was increasing on bleating. Physical examination of the bulge further revealed a hernial ring formed anteriorly by bones and posteriorly by abdominal muscle through which the apex of the heart was herniated. The Lamb survived for six months. On postmortem examination, incomplete closure of ventral abdominal wall was evident through which apex of the heart was protruding Congenital defects are present at birth. They may affect a single anatomical structure or function, an entire system, parts of several systems or both a structure and a function (Morrow, 1986) .
In the present case it was congenital abnormality of musculoskeletal system leading to protrusion of the heart through incompletely closed ventral wall. Palpation and auscultation in the bulged area aroused suspicion of ectopic heart through the palpable ring. The apex of heart was directed caudo-medially towards the liver and separated by diaphragm. Post-mortem examination further confirmed clinical and sonographic observations. In general, prognosis for Ectopia cordis is poor, most cases results in death shortly after birth due to infection, hypoxemia or cardiac failure (Bernstein, 2011) or animal may live longer as well (Bowen and Adrian, 1962; Windberger et al., 1992; Ken et al., 2011) .
Fig.1 Lamb showing bulging around post-xiphoid region (arrow)
A male Nellore Jodipi lamb was presented with signs of early exertion and bulging at post-xiphoid region diagnosed as Ectopia Cordis through palpation, auscultation. Ectopia Cordis is a congenital malformation and due to which duration of animal life may vary from a day to years.
